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Hi, my name is Monesia Marshall and I’m a college student at Southern University of New Orleans, this is my first semester as a student at SUNO. I am a transferred student from Delgado Community College, on May 15,2018 I received an associate degree in Criminal Justice. I am a single mother of three sons and also employed by the City of New Orleans. I returned back to school after twenty-one years to save our future kids. I am enrolled at SUNO to get my bachelors degree so I can work in probation and parole. While attending school I was faced with many obstacles and challenges.
One of my challenges was being a full time mom holding down a full time and raised three sons. My oldest son who’s now twenty-five years old was giving me problems when he was a teen. I had to quit my job and seek some type of help for him because he had began to turn to the streets. I had refused to lose my child to the street so I did everything a mother could do to save her child. After being unemployed for a couple of years and trying to find help for my son I began to pray, fast and cry out for help, one day the Lord heard my cry and helped a helpless child who was looking for a father figure after losing his father in 1994 to gun violence. Being a single mother of three sons wasn't easy because I was dealing with three types of people so I had to do everything I could to save my sons. Right now I thank God that he stepped in and heard my cry because I wouldn’t know what to do to experience a loss of a child.
While enrolling at Delgado Community college I’ve faced many obstacles. It seemed like every semester I was being discouraged, situations was arising, kids was acting out but I defeated those obstacles I stood strong and I continued to go to class after every obstacle that came my way. I wanted to show my sons that you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you. I wanted to show my sons that obstacles will arise but you must stay strong. It’s not about who wins the race its about how long you can run the race. On graduation day it felt good to walk across that stage for the second time, it felt good to see the smile on my sons face as they seen they mother did it, but it felt amazing to still have my mother here cheering me on telling me how proud she was of me. As I say to the reader if you would like to go back to school and get a degree I would say do it because it’s such an amazing feeling. 
