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Discuss any challenges or obstacles you have dealt with and overcome in life and how this will help you succeed in college and beyond
 A considerable challenge that I had during my undergraduate academic education was my transition from school to the workforce or from being a college student to an adult. Due to lack of finances, and an overdue balance to my school, I was forced to sit out my original senior year. Embarrassed and disappointed I secluded myself from my peers as they celebrated their graduation with crawfish boils, parties, and ceremonies. 
Finally, through a generous donation from a mentor, I was able to clear my balance and return to school. During this time, I started making plans to relocate to Atlanta, Georgia and attend law school. In January 2012, I received confirmation that I was pregnant with my first child. Through some deliberation, I decided to continue with my pregnancy. At this time everything else in my life was put on hold as I prepared for my new role. I graduated with minimal celebration and continued to work my job as a hostess with the Hyatt Regency. During this time, I cut off contact with my child’s father due to us not agreeing on what I should do in regard to the pregnancy. Due to my embarrassment, I made a haphazard decision to re-enter a toxic relationship with an ex-boyfriend in hopes that my son would have a “father.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I gave birth to my son early at thirty-five weeks. Both he and I had complications resulting in me having to have a blood transfusion and him remaining in NICU for two and a half weeks. After the birth of my son, I suffered from feelings of incompetence and diagnosed with postpartum depression and anxiety. For years, I struggled with getting back to my own goals and aspirations. But when I finally decided to go after my dreams, I was equipped and able to manage my behavioral health issues and prioritize my life/ obligations so that I make self-care a priority.  When I am juggling multiple personal duties and critical professional projects, I resort to the skills I learned during that intimidating time after my senior year. Because of that stressful experience, I feel confident that I will be successful in my academic and professional endeavors.
